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regions. I'm forced to conclude that they hate each other so heartily
that neither'll admit the other exists. I can't even be definite about
that, But we're going to conduct a campaign in that part of the world,
and we've got to know, It's life or death for us, perhaps, You see
that, don't you?"
" Certainly," I said,
" Then that's all that's necessary," he said. " Good luck to you,
OEver, and to all the rest of you. I'll be in America myself if this war
goes on much longer, so I won't even say good-bye," He made it dear
the interview -was over,
When I tried to thank him for getting commissions for us, he
wouldn't listen. " Pure selfishness on my part, Oliver ! When I join
the King's American Dragoons, which I shall certainly do some day,
I must know there's somebody in it on whom I can depend ; and
if I come to New York, as I have every intention of doing, I want to
be sure of a soft bed and food that won't choke me,"
I didn't believe him, which should have proved to me that
Thompson was a great man, Great men tell the truth and are never
beEeved, Lesser men are always believed, but seldom have the brains
or the courage to tell the truth,